
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries, 2010 

The Census of Fatal Oc-
cupational Injuries (CFOI) 
is conducted by the Occu-
pational Injuries, Illnesses 
and Fatalities Statistics 
Division of the Puerto Rico 
Department of Labor and 
Human Resources in co-
operation with the U.S. 
Department of Labor, Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS). 

The Census of Fatal Oc-
cupational injuries, pro-
vides the most complete 
count of fatal work injuries 
available. The program 
uses different data 
sources to identify, verify 
and profile traumatic 
worker injuries (fatal occu-

pational illnesses not as-
sociated with traumatic 
events are excluded). In-
formation about each 
w o r k p l a c e  f a t a l i t y 
(occupation and other 
worker characteristics, 
equipment being used, 
and circumstances of the 
event) is obtained by 
cross-referencing source 
documents, such as  
death certificates, work-
ers’ compensation re-
cords, newspaper articles, 
follow back question-
naires, toxicology reports, 
and other administrative 
records.  This method as-
sures count are as com-
plete and accurate as pos-
sible. 
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⇒ The Puerto Rico CFOI program, registered 45 work-related fatalities during 2010, 
one more than incidents recorded in 2009. 

⇒ Trade, transportation, and utilities reported the highest number of fatalities with 
15 cases or 33.3 percent.  Construction accounted for 3 cases, a decrease of 7 
cases, compared to 2009, when reported 10 cases.  Professional and business 
services registered 8 cases, during 2010, one more than last year when reported 
7 cases. 

⇒ Vehicular and transportation operation reported the highest number of fatalities 
with 12 cases or 26.6 percent.  Other activities, which include tending a retail es-
tablishment registered 9 cases or 20.0 percent, followed by protective services 
with 8 cases or 17.7 percent.   

⇒ Occupational deaths in public building recorded 18 cases or 40.0 percent of all 
deaths in 2010.   

⇒ The workers in the age group 35 to 44 years registered the highest number of 
occupational fatalities in 2010 with 17 deaths or 37.7 percent. 

⇒ Protective services registered the highest number of deaths with 11 cases, two 
more than recorded in 2009. Followed by sales and related occupations with 9 
cases or 20.0 percent. 

⇒ Ninety seventh point seven percent of occupational deaths in 2010 were male. 

Fatal Occupational Injuries by Nature 

Open wounds registered the highest number of fatalities with 24 cases (53.3 percent) of all deaths in 
2010.  All were caused by gunshot wounds.  Followed by multiple traumatic injuries with 13 cases (28.8 
percent).  See table 3. 
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Part of body 
2010 2009 

Cases Percent Cases Percent 

Total 45 100 44 100 

Head 6 13.3 -- -- 

Trunk 7 15.5 4 9.1 

Neck -- -- -- -- 

Body system 3 6.6 3 6.8 

Multiples body parts 27 60.0 34 77.3 

The category of multiples body parts continued registering the greatest number of fatalities during 
2010, reported 27 cases or 60.0 percent.  A decrease of 7 cases when compared to 2009. 

The category other sources registered the highest number of fatalities with 24 cases or 53.3 percent, 
where the bullets were the object that directly caused the death.  Followed by vehicles, with 9 cases or 
20.0 percent. 
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Fatal Occupational Injuries by Worker Activity and Location 
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Assaults and violent acts continued to be the main event that caused the largest number of work-
related deaths, with 25 cases.  This represents 55.5 percent of all occupational deaths (45), an 
increase of 2 cases, when compared with 2009. 

The worker activity that continued with the highest number of fatalities during 2010 was Vehicular 
and transportation operation with 12 cases or 26.6 percent, an increased of 4 cases when com-
pared to the 8 cases reported last year.  Followed by tending retail establishment with 9 cases, 
five more than 4 cases reported last year.  See table 3. 

Public building was the location where most accidents occurred during 2010 with 18 cases.  It was 
followed by street and highway with 9 cases. 

Worker Activity 
Number                

of                      
Cases 

Percent Location 
Number                

of                      
Cases 

Percent 

Total 45 100.0 Total 45 100.0 

Vehicular and transportation 
operation 

12 26.6 Private residence - - 

Constructing, repairing, 
cleaning 

6 13.3 
Industrial places and 
premises 

6 13.3 

Protective service activities 8 17.7 Street and highway 9 20.0 

Tending retail establishment 9 20.0 Public building 18 40.0 

Note:  Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. 
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Table 1:  Fatal Occupational Injuries to Private Sector Wage and Salary Workers, Government 
Workers, and Self-Employed Workers by Industry , Puerto Rico, 2010 
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                              Total............................................................................................ 45 100.0 17 100 .0 17 100.0 11 100.0

               Goods Producing..................................................................................... 4 8.9 4 23 .5 -- -- -- --

          Construct ion.................................................................................................. 3 6.7 3 17 .6 -- -- -- --

     Construction....................................................................................................... 3 6.7 3 17 .6 -- -- -- --

               Service  providing..................................................................................... 41 91.1 13 76 .5 17 100.0 11 100.0

          Trade, Transporta tion, and Utilities ............................................................. 15 33.3 6 35 .3 4 23.5 5 45.5

     Retail Trade......................................................................................................... 8 17.8 3 17 .6 -- -- 5 45.5

Food  and Beverage S to res........................................................................................ 6 13.3 3 17 .6 -- -- 3 27.3

     G rocery S tores..................................................................................................... 6 13.3 3 17 .6 -- -- 3 27.3

          Convenience S tores........................................................................................ 5 11.1 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

     Transportation and W arehousing..................................................................... 3 6.7 3 17 .6 -- -- -- --

     Ut ilities................................................................................................................. 4 8.9 - - -- 4 23.5 -- --

Utilities....................................................................................................................... 4 8.9 - - -- 4 23.5 -- --

     E lectric Power  Genera tion, Transmission and Distribu tion .................................. 4 8.9 - - -- 4 23.5 -- --

          Professiona l and Business Services ........................................................... 8 17.8 5 29 .4 -- -- -- --

     Administrative  and Support  and W aste Management and 

      Remediation Services....................................................................................... 8 17.8 5 29 .4 -- -- -- --

Admin istrative and Support Services........................................................................ 5 11.1 4 23 .5 -- -- -- --

     Investigation  and Security Services...................................................................... 5 11.1 4 23 .5 -- -- -- --

          Investiga tion, Guard , and Armored Car Services............................................ 5 11.1 4 23 .5 -- -- -- --

               Security Guards and Patro l Services.......................................................... 5 11.1 4 23 .5 -- -- -- --

W aste Management and Remediation Services....................................................... 3 6.7 - - -- -- -- -- --

          Leisure and Hospita lity................................................................................. 7 15.6 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

     Accommodation and Food Serv ices................................................................ 5 11.1 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

Food  Services and Drinking  P laces.......................................................................... 5 11.1 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

     Dr inking P laces (A lcoholic Beverages)................................................................ 3 6.7 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

          Drinking  P laces (Alcoho lic Beverages) ........................................................... 3 6.7 - - -- -- -- 3 27.3

          Public Administra tion................................................................................... 10 22.2 - - -- 10 58.8 -- --

     Public Administration........................................................................................ 10 22.2 - - -- 10 58.8 -- --

Justice, Public Order, and Safety Activi ties............................................................... 6 13.3 - - -- 6 35.3 -- --

     Justice , Publ ic Order, and Sa fe ty Activities.......................................................... 6 13.3 - - -- 6 35.3 -- --

          Po lice Protection............................................................................................. 4 8.9 - - -- 4 23.5 -- --

1 Industry data from 2003 to 2008 are  classified using  the  2002 North  American  Industry Classification  System (NAICS).  Industry da ta afte r 2008 are classified

using the 2007 NAICS.  
2 May include vo lun teers and workers rece iving other types o f com pensation .

3 Includes fatal ities to  worke rs employed by governmenta l organiza tions regardless o f industry.     
4 Includes self-emp loyed workers, owners of unincorpora ted businesses and fa rms, paid  and unpaid  family  workers, and may include some owners of inco rpo rated

businesses or mem bers o f partnerships.   
5 Includes fatali ties at a ll estab lishm ents categorized as Mining (Sector 21) in the  North Am erican IndustryClassifi cation  System, includ ing  establ ishments not 

governed by the Mine  Safe ty and Heal th  Adm inistra tion (MSHA) rules and reporting , such as those in O il and Gas Extraction . 
        

NOTE: D ata for 2010 a re prelim inary.  T otals for ma jor categor ies may include subcategor ies no t shown separate ly. Dashes ind icate no  data repor ted or data that do  

no t meet pub lication criteria.  CFOI fatali ty counts exclude il lness- rela ted deaths un less precipi ta ted by an in jury event.  

SOURCE:  U.S. Department o f Labor, Bureau of Labor S ta tistics, in  coopera tion with S ta te and Federal agencies, Census o f Fa ta l Occupational   Inju ries. 

Num ber Percent Number Percent

Industry1

Fata lities
Priva te sector wage 
and sala ry workers2

Governm ent 
workers3 Self-employed work ers4

Number Percent Number Percent



Table 2:  Fatal Occupational Injuries Resulting from Transportation Incidents and Homicides 
by Occupation, Puerto Rico, 2010 
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     Total……………………………………………………………………………………………… 45 8 -- -- -- 7 24 23 --

   Protective service occupations........................................................................................ 11 -- -- -- -- -- 9 8 --

        Law enforcement workers.............................................................................................. 4 -- -- -- -- -- 3 3 --

             Police officers............................................................................................................ 4 -- -- -- -- -- 3 3 --

                  Police and sheriff's patrol officers........................................................................ 4 -- -- -- -- -- 3 3 --

        Other protective service workers.................................................................................... 7 -- -- -- -- -- 6 5 --

             Security guards and gaming surveillance officers..................................................... 5 -- -- -- -- -- 4 3 --

                  Security guards.................................................................................................... 5 -- -- -- -- -- 4 3 --

   Food preparation and serving related occupations....................................................... 4 -- -- -- -- -- 4 4 --

   Sales and related occupations......................................................................................... 9 -- -- -- -- -- 7 7 --

        Supervisors, sales workers............................................................................................ 7 -- -- -- -- -- 5 5 --

             First-line supervisors/managers, sales workers........................................................ 7 -- -- -- -- -- 5 5 --

                  First-line supervisors/managers of retail sales workers....................................... 7 -- -- -- -- -- 5 5 --

   Construction and extraction occupations....................................................................... 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

        Construction trades workers.......................................................................................... 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

   Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations........................................................ 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

        Other installation, maintenance, and repair occupations............................................... 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

             Line installers and repairers...................................................................................... 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

   Transportation and material moving occupations......................................................... 6 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

        Material moving workers................................................................................................ 4 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

 1 Based on the Standard Occupational Classification System.

 2 Military specific occupations include fatalities to persons identified as resident armed forces regardless of individual occupation listed.

NOTE: Data for 2010 are preliminary.  Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately.  Dashes indicate no data reported 

or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.  

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, in cooperation with State and    Federal agencies, Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries.      
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Table 3:  Fatal Occupational Injuries by Selected Industry , Puerto Rico, All Ownership, 2010 
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Tota l: 45 44

E m ployee s ta tus:

   W age  and  sala ry  workers 34 32

   Se lf-em ploye d 11 12

G ender :

   Men 44 44

   W om en -- --

Age:

   Unde r 1 6 years -- --

   16 t o 17  ye ars -- --

   18 t o 19  ye ars -- --

   20 t o 24  ye ars -- 4

   25 t o 34  ye ars 9 11

   35 t o 44  ye ars 17 11

   45 t o 54  ye ars 7 7

   55 t o 64  ye ars 9 5

   65 years  an d over -- 6

Rac e or ethni c ori g in 3:

   W hite, n on-H isp anic -- --

   Black , non -H ispan ic -- --

   H ispa nic  o r L atino 45 44

   Am erican  Ind ian , A leu t, E skim o -- --

   As ian -- --

   Pa cific Islan der -- --

   Multip le  ra ce s -- --

   Ot her or n ot repo rt ed -- --

E vent or exposure 4:

   Conta ct  w it h ob jec ts  a nd eq uipme nt 6 6

     S truck by objec t or e quipme nt 4 --

       Struck  by  fa ll ing  objec t o r e quipm ent -- --

     Cau ght in or comp re ssed  by  equ ipm en t or ob jec ts -- 3

       Caugh t in runn ing  equ ipm ent  or m achin ery -- --

   Caída s 3 6

     Fal l to lower level 3 6

       Fa ll  from  ladde r -- --

       Fa ll  from  roof -- --

       Fa ll  from  sca ffold, st aging -- --

   Exposure t o ha rm ful subs ta nces  or env iro nme nts 3 3

     Con tac t w ith e le ctric cu rren t 3 --

     E xpo su re  to cau st ic , n oxious , o r allergen ic  subs ta nces -- --

     O xygen  def ic ie ncy  (inc lu din g drown ing ) -- --

   T ra nsportation  in ciden ts 8 6

     H ighway  inc id ents -- --

       Coll is ion b etwee n vehicles , m ob ile eq uip me nt -- --

       Non-coll is ion inc idents -- --

A ll  In dus tr ie s2                                

2 010
A ll  Ind us tries 2                             

20 09
Cha ra ct eris tic
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     Non -h igh way inc iden t, except rai l , air,  wate r -- --

       Overturne d -- --

     P edes trian s truck  by  vehicle, mob ile e quipme nt -- 5

     A irc ra ft inc id ents 6 --

   F ires  an d explo sion s -- --

   Assaults  and  v iolent  ac ts 25 23

     Hom icides 24 21

     S elf  in flic ted injurie s -- --

   Other or n ot repo rted -- --

Nature 4:  

   Intrac ranial  in juries 3 --

   Other trau mat ic  inju ries 5 5

      I nternal injuries -- --

      A sphyxiations , suf focations -- --

      Drown ing s -- --

      E le ct ro cu tio ns 3 --

      P oiso nin gs , to xic effec ts -- --

   Hérid as  abiertas 24 22

      G un sh ot wou nds 24 21

   Bu rns  (he at, ch emical, etc .) -- --

   Multip le  traum atic  in juries 13 15

     In tra cran ial  injuries  a nd injuries  to  in ternal orga ns -- --

P art of body4: 

   Cabe za 6 --

   T ro mco 7 4

     P echo 4 --

     E sp ald a -- --

   Cuel lo -- --

   Lower e xtrem it ies -- --

   Uppe r e xtrem it ies -- --

   Bo dy sys tem s 3 3

   Múltip le s 27 34

W ork er a ctivity:

   Ve hicular an d transpo rt ation o perations 12 8

   Us ing  or ope ra tin g to ols , machinery 3 --

   Cons truc ting, re pairing,  c lea nin g 6 10

   Prote ct ive serv ice a ctiv ities 8 6

   Mate rials hand ling o perations -- --

   Ph ys ical ac tivi ties -- 5

   Other ac tivi ties 9 7

     Ten din g a retail  es ta blishm ent 9 4

   Not rep orted 3 5

Location:

   Privat e res id ence -- --

   Farm -- --

   Mine, q uarry -- --

A ll  In dus trie s2                                

2 010
A ll Ind us tr ies 2                               

20 09
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   Indu st rial place an d prem ises 6 21

   Place fo r re crea tio n or sports -- --

   Stree t an d highwa y 9 7

   Pu blic  build ing 18 13

   Resid ential in st itu tio ns -- --

   Other or n ot repo rted 12 --

P rima ry sourc e4,5:

   Ve hic les 9 7

     Highway vehic les -- 4

        Au tom obile s -- --

        Tru cks -- --

     P lan t an d industrial powered  ve hic les, tractors -- 3

        Forkl if ts -- 3

        Tra ctors -- --

   Structu re s and su rfa ce s 4 6

     F loors, walkwa ys, g ro und su rfa ce s 3 6

   Machinery -- --

     A griculture a nd g arden machinery -- --

     Con st ru ct ion , logging,  and  mining m achinery -- --

     Ma teria l h andlin g m achinery -- --

   Pa rts  a nd m ate rials 7 4

     Ma ch ine , to ol,  and  electric  parts 3 --

   Pe rsons, pla nts , a nim als, and  m ine ra ls -- --

     P erso ns -othe r than injured worke r -- --

       Robbe r -- --

       Co-worke r, forme r co -wo rker -- --

     Trees, logs -- --

   Chem icals  and  chem ical prod ucts -- --

   Tools,  in st ru men ts , an d eq uip men t -- --

   Conta in ers -- --

   Other 24 23

     B ullets  a nd p ellets 24 21

     F ire , flam e, sm oke -- --

S econdary source 4,6: 

   Ve hic les -- --

     Highway vehic les -- --

     P lan t an d industrial powered  ve hic les, tractors -- --

   Structu re s and su rfa ce s -- 8

     F loors, walkwa ys, g ro und su rfa ce s -- --

     S truc tures -- --

   Machinery 4 --

   Pa rts  a nd m ate rials -- --

     Ma ch ine , to ol,  and  electric  parts -- --

   Pe rsons, pla nts , a nim als, and  m ine ra ls 24 21

     P erso ns -othe r than injured worke r 24 21

       Robbe r 11 9

A ll In dustrie s2                                

2 010
A ll Ind ustries2                               

20 09
Cha ra cteris tic
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       C o-w orke r, form e r co -w o rk er -- - -

     T rees , logs -- - -

   C hem ic als  and  c hem ic al  prod uc ts -- - -

   T ools,  in st ru m en ts , an d eq uip m en t -- - -

   C onta in ers -- - -

   Ot her 24 --

     B ullets  a nd p ellets 24 --

     F i re , flam e, s m ok e -- - -

O ccu p atio n 7:

M a nage m en t oc c upa tio ns -- - -

B us ine ss  a nd f ina nc ial  op erations  oc c upa tio ns -- - -

C om pu ter and  m athem at ic al  oc c upat ion s -- - -

A rc hi tec tu re  and  En gin eer in g oc c upa tio ns -- - -

Li fe,  phy s ic al , an d s oc ia l s c ie nc e oc c upa tio ns -- - -

C om m unity and so cial  s ervic es  oc cu pations -- - -

Le gal  oc c upat ion s -- - -

E duc ation,  tra inin g, an d l ib ra ry  oc c upa tio ns -- - -

A rt s,  des ign, e nter ta inm en t, s ports , a nd m ed ia oc cu pations -- - -

H ea lth ca re  prac ti tio ners  and tec hnic al oc cu pations -- - -

H ea lth ca re  s uppo rt  oc cu pations -- - -

P ro tec tive se rv ic e oc cu pations 11 9

F ood  prepa ra tio n an d s erving re lat ed o cc up ations 4 3

B uilding a nd g ro unds  c leaning and m a int enan ce  oc cu pations -- - -

P erso nal  c are an d s ervic e oc c upa tio ns -- 3

S ale s and re lat ed o cc up ations 9 --

O ffic e and  adm inis trat iv e s upp ort oc c upa tio ns -- - -

F arm ing , fis hin g, an d fo re st ry  oc c upa tio ns -- - -

C on st ru ct ion  and  ext ra ct ion  oc c upat ion s 3 8

In sta llation, m a int enan ce , an d repair  oc c upat ion s 3 4

P ro duc tion o cc up ations -- 3

T rans porta tio n an d m ater ia l m o ving o cc up ations 6 10
M ili tary  s pec if ic  oc c upa tio ns 8 -- - -
1In dus try data  from  200 3 to  200 8 are c las si fied u sing the 2002  N or th Am eric an   Ind us try C las s if ic ation Sy st em  (N AIC S).  Indus try  dat a

af ter 200 8 are clas s ified us ing  the  2007  N A IC S .
 2M in ing  in clude s fata li tie s at al l  es tabl ish m en ts  c ateg or iz ed a s M in ing  (Sec to r 21) in the  N or th Am eric an  Ind us try C las s ific ation S y st em ,

 inc lu din g es ta blis hm e nts  no t go verne d by  th e M ine Saf ety  and  H ea lth  Ad m inistrat ion  (M S H A) rules  and  reporting,  su ch  as  th os e in O il  an d 

G as  E xtrac tion.
3P ers ons  ident ified as  H is pa nic  o r Latino m ay  be  of any  rac e.  T h e rac e c at egor ies  sh ow n e xc lu de d ata f or H is pa nics  an d La tin os .
4B as ed on t he B LS  O cc up ational  In jury  and  Il lne ss  C las s if ic ation M anu al.
5T he  pr im ary  s ourc e of in jury  id enti fies  the objec t, s ub st anc e, o r exp os ure tha t  d irec tly p ro duc ed or in flic ted t he in jury.  F or m os t trans -

po rta tio n inc id ents , t he p rim a ry   s ou rc e ide nti fie s the veh ic le  in  w hich  the  dec eas ed  w as  an  oc c upan t.  F o r m os t  fa l ls , t he p rim ary s ou rc e

ident ifies  the  s ur fac e o r objec t c onta ct ed.
6T he  s ec onda ry  s ourc e o f in ju ry , i f a ny,  id enti fies  the objec t, s ub st anc e, o r pers on  that gene ra ted the so urc e of in jury o r that  c ontr ib uted  

to   the  ev ent or exp os ure.  Fo r veh ic le c ol lisions , the d ec eas ed' s veh ic le is the p rim ary s ou rc e a nd t he o ther o bje ct  (t ru ck , ro ad div ide r,  etc .)  

is the s ec on dary  so urce .  F or  m os t h om ic id es ,the  "bul le t" is the pr im ary s ou rc e and the "as sa ilant" is  th e s ec ond ary s ou rc e.  F or m os t fa lls,

th e s ec onda ry  s ourc e iden tif ies  t he e quipm e nt o r su rf ac e from  w hich  the  w ork er fe l l.
7B as ed on t he S tan dard O c c upation al C las s if ic ation sy s tem .
8M il ita ry  s pec i fic  o cc up ations  inc lud e fa tal ities  to  pers ons  ident ified as  res ide nt a rm ed forc es  re gardles s of individu al oc cu pation l ist ed.

N O T E:   D at a fo r 2010  are prel im inary.   T ota ls  fo r m ajor c ate gor ie s m a y inc lu de s ub ca tego ries  no t s how n se parate ly .  D a sh es  in dic at e no  not  

da ta or d ata that  do  m e et pu blic ation c r it er ia.   C F O I f atal  in ju ry  c oun ts  exc lude il ln es s-rela ted deat hs  unles s  prec ip ita ted b y an in jury e ven t.  

S OU R C E:   U .S . D e partm ent of L abor, Burea u of  Labo r Sta tis tic s,  C en su s o f F at al Oc c upa tio nal  Injur ie s,  Ju ne 1 2,20 12.

A ll  In dus tr ie s2                                

2 010
A ll  Ind us tr ies 2                               

20 09
C ha ra ct eris tic
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A work relationship exists if an event or exposure results in the fatal injury or illness of a person:  

(1) ON the employer's premises and the person was there to work; or  

(2) OFF the employer's premises and the person was there to work, or the event or exposure was related to 
the person's work or status as an employee.  

 

The employer's premises include buildings, grounds, parking lots, and other facilities and property used in the 
conduct of business. Work is defined as duties, activities, or tasks that produce a product or result; that are 
done in exchange for money, goods, services, profit, or benefit; and, that are legal activities in the United 
States. The following are clarifications of the CFOI work relationship criteria. 

 

Traumatic injury 

A traumatic injury is any unintentional or intentional wound or damage to the body resulting from acute expo-
sure to energy--such as heat or electricity or kinetic energy from a crash--or from the absence of such essen-
tials as heat or oxygen caused by a specific event, incident, or series of events within a single workday or 
shift.  

 

Occupational disease (illness) 

An occupational disease is defined as a condition produced in the work environment over a period longer 
than one workday or shift. Usually an illness is due to repetitive factors over a period of time. It may result 
from systemic infection, repeated stress or strain, exposure to toxins, poisons, fumes, or other continuing  
conditions of the work environment.  

 

Volunteer workers 

Fatalities to volunteer workers who are exposed to the same work hazards and perform the same duties or 
functions as paid employees and that meet the CFOI work relationship criteria are IN scope.  

 

Institutionalized persons 

Fatalities to institutionalized persons, including inmates of penal and mental institutions, sanitariums, and 
homes for the aged, infirm and needy, are OUT of scope unless they are employed off the premises of their 
institutions.  Suicides and homicides that meet the CFOI work relationship criteria are IN scope.  

 

Fatal heart attacks and strokes  

Are IN scope if they occurred ON or OFF the employer's premises and the person were there to work. Those 
fatal heart attacks and strokes that occurred under other circumstances are OUT of scope, unless work rela-
tionship is verified.  
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Travel status 

Fatal events or exposures that occurred when a person was in travel status are IN scope if the travel was for 
work purposes or was a condition of employment. The exclusion pertaining to recreational activities also ap-
plies to a person who was in travel status. 

 

Recreational activities 

Fatal events or exposures that occurred during a person's recreational activities which were not required by 
the person’s employer are OUT of scope.  

 

Commuting 

Fatal events or exposures that occurred during a person's normal commute to or from work are OUT of 
scope.  

 

Off-duty police 

Homicides occurring to off-duty police officers are generally IN scope. Other fatalities to off-duty police are in 
scope if the worker was performing a police-related function, such as directing traffic at the scene of an acci-
dent or rescuing someone from a fire. 

 

Undocumented workers 

Fatalities to undocumented workers are IN scope provided they meet the other work-relationship criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This report is prepared to comply with Law 15 of 1931, as amended, known as the Organic Law of the Department of Labor 
and Human Resources, which provides that the Bureau of Labor Statistics will be responsible for compiling, analysis and 
interpretation of statistical data relating to work industries, businesses and occupations. 
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